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ol WEEKLY BULLETIN
Sunday January 11, 2026

The Sunday after Theophany
Apostolic Reading: Ephesians 4:7-13;
Gospel: Matthew 4:12-17.

(The Lord begins His Ministry)
Tone 6 7 Resurrection Gospel 9

Weekly Liturgical Services

Sunday: 9:00 a.m. - Matins;
10:00 a.m. - Divine Liturgy;

WEEKLY NEWS
CHRISTMAS THE ANNUAL STEWARDSHIP APPEAL is underway. Our church relies upon the offering of
time, talents and treasure from each of us. We ask that you prayerfully consider an offering of time, talents and
treasure to sustain our beloved church for the glory of God. Wishing you and your loved ones a blessed Holiday
Season. Please see the Stewardship Form below!

HOUSE BLESSINGS - The blessing of homes at Theophany will begin on January 6, 2026, and continue until all
homes are blessed. As in the past, we will be setting times when we will be coming to bless your home. If there is a
specific time that is more convenient for you, please call Fr. Vasile to arrange it 508.320.0645 or
fr.vasileaileni@gmail.com

OUR PARISH GENERAL ASSEMBLY MEETING will be held on Sunday, January 25, 2026 following the
Divine Liturgy. Your attendance is important, not only to be updated over the last year with various reports, the


mailto:fr.vasileaileni@gmail.com
https://www.stnicholaschurch.org/

meeting also gives everyone an opportunity to present questions, concerns and any ideas you may have for our
parish.

COFFEE HOUR SPONSORS NEEDED for the coming weeks. Please speak with Betty Anderson or Cristina
lusco if you would like to sponsor one.

NAMEDAYS
HAPPY BIRTHDAT! DATES TO REMEMBER

January 1 St. Basil the Great
GOD GRANT YOU MANY William Cocavessis

YEARS! Vasia Lolo January 6 - The Theop_hany of

Jan 09 - Zackary Davidson William Pol our Lord, God, and Savior Jesus
yMeros Christ

Jan 13 - George M. Symock January 6 The Holy Theophany of our P 7 _ svnaxis of John th
Jan 14 - Zhaka, Natasha Lord and Savior Jesus Christ Harlluzé;r?/ - yFr>1aX|; © BO n the
Jan 16 — Elizabeth Anderson Francis Polymeros &oFy orious Prophet, Baptist,
Jan 18 - Dorogi, Irena January 7 The Holy Prophet and ] orerugger Svnaxis of Th
Jan 21 - Ronald Anderson Forerunner John the Baptist anuary o0 - synaxis ot 1he
Jan 23 - Althea Shaheen Three Hierarchs: Basil the Great,

Rev. Fr. John Daly
Jan 25 — Fr. Vasile Aileni John David Thoren
Jan 25 - Apostola, Sophia Amyra January 12 St. Tatiana the Martyr of Rome

Jan 28 - Clem, Michael Walter Tatiana Sofia Karadimitriou
Jan 30 - Zaruha, Cristian

Gregory the Theologian, & John
Chrysostom

Weekly Reflection
"He who makes all things rich descended and clothed Himself in poverty to share with the poor the riches hidden in
the treasure of water [of Baptism]."

Saint Ephrem the Syrian 306 — 373

A Prayer of Fr. Laurence

LET US PRAY TO THE LORD! Glory to you, eternal Father, for sending us your Son! Glory to you, coeternal Son, for being
baptized by John! Glory to you, O life-giving Spirit, for pointing out the Son to the entire world! As we celebrate these days
of Theophany, enable us to praise you with all your creatures, so that our lives may manifest your majesty and glory at all
times, O you whose wisdom fashioned and created all things. For you are indeed, our God and we give you glory, Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit: now and forever, and unto ages of ages. Amen!

i

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. MATTHEW 4:12-17

At that time, when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew into Galilee; and leaving Nazareth
he went and dwelt in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, that what was spoken by
the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: "The land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, toward the sea, across the
Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles, the people who sat in darkness have seen a great light, and for those who sat in
the region and shadow of death light has dawned." From that time Jesus began to preach, saying, "Repent, for the
kingdom of heaven is at hand."
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2026 STEWARDSHIP PLEDGE FORM

St. Nicholas Orthodox Church
34 Gold Street, Shrewsbury, MA 01545
INFORMATION
Name(s) Names/ ages of dependent children

Address
Phone, Cell Home

May we include your contact information in the parish
Email address directory? Yes No

TIME & TALENT

Individual stewards should indicate areas of interest
S e, o with a check mark. Families should mark “W" for wife,
puprteahtisbp s “H" for husband or “C” for children.

= v Education Liturgical
TREASURE Bible study Sanctuary & altar
In gratitude for God's blessings, I/we commit to —Adult religious ed —Altar boys/ acolytes
: : : ______Intro to orthodoxy ___ Choir
Christ and His Church the following amount: Speakers Reader
S Greeter/ usher
[7 Annually Youth
___ Church school teacher
[ Semi-annually Youth leader
[ ] Quarterly Vacation church school Ministries & ek
v Parish Council
L] Monthly Sunday coffee hour
[] Weekly Communications Women's club
Website & email Men’s club
Offering envelope? Yes No ___Bulletin & newsletter Feed the Hungry
Public relations Building Committee

Online pledging available at
www.stmarysalbanianchurch.org/members



THOUGHTS ON
STEWARDSHIP

The word stewardship means “caring for and
managing the affairs of another”. The starting
point for the Orthodox Christian understanding
of stewardship is the clear teaching of the
Bible and the church that the earth belongs to
the Lord and the fullness thereof. Holy
Scripture and the church also clearly teaches
that God alone is the one who gives us life.
This is another proof that the earth and
everything in it, including us, belongs to God.
Therefore, in giving us life, God forged a
personal relationship with mankind based on
love and trust, so that man could steward
God's creation. Our personal relationship with
God as his stewards is confirmed by the Lord
Jesus when he said, "Well done, good and
faithful servant, you were faithful over a few
things. | will make you ruler over many things.
Enter into the joy of your Lord”. Matthew 25:21

Because God is love (1 John 4:8) He created us
in His image and likeness. God did not have to
create the world and us, but He freely chose to
because He desired that we experience the
divine love of the Holy Trinity as servants of
Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God. It
is God's plan that we understand and joyfully
accept that all we have, all we are asked to
steward, our whole life, is a free gift from God.
Knowing this and in grateful thanksgiving for
the free gift of life, we can live each day as
wise and faithful stewards of God, offering
back to him the first and best part of our life
and a personal relationship of love and trust.

OUR PARISH:
OUR SPIRITUAL HOME

We enter our spiritual home not to be entertained,
‘but to be a part of a community of believers. As we
pray, worship and serve together, we become his

body, To be truly a member of the church as body of
Christ requires our presence and our engagement
‘with one another, in worship, study, and service to
others. We grow spiritually as a family. We give.
sacrificially as we acknowledge that all we have
comes from God.

FREQUENTLY ASKED
QUESTIONS

How do | become a member of the parish?

Membership in the Orthodox Church begins at baptism
(Chrismation for some) and continues throughout our life.
We are united with Christ through the sacraments (or
mysteries) of the Church, and through our faithful offering
of our entire selves to Jesus Christ,

Our Archdiocese requires each parish to distinguish
between voting and non-voting members. A voting
member is over 18 years of age and turns in a signed
stewardship commitment card, committing a portion of
time, talent, and treasure to the church. The archdiocese
also requires the voting member to remain current
throughout the year on their commitments,

Keep in mind that true membership in the body of Christ
involves living according to His word and within His Church.

Why must | commit to give a specific amount?

Please keep in mind that your stewardship of money is
kept in the strictest of confidence. However, we do compile
the amounts anticipated to better plan our budget.

What if | cannot fulfill my stewardship commitment?

During the course of a year, circumstances may change.
Your stewardship is valued because it is made out of your
love for God and His Church. Please do not be concerned if
you are unable to meet your stewardship commitment- we
are glad you are part of this parish!



O1thodoX
FOOD CENTER

A collaboration of the Worcester area Orthodox

churches; its mission is to distribute food to low

income and homeless individuals residing in the
Worcester area.

OPEN SATURDAYS 10AM-12PM
ST. SPYRIDON GREEK ORTHODOX CATHEDRAL

102 Russell St. Worcester, MA 01609
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CHURCH BUILDING & GROUNDS
Our church needs to:

e Purcess and install efficient light bulbs for inside and outside (parkinglot), the church

e Repair and install new carpet/tiles in the Holy Altar

e We are curently working with Mass Save Energy Experts to make our entire building more
energy efficient

e Olive oil and sacramental vine.

All donation and support is welcomed and really appreciated!
Thank you!



