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Dates to Remember

Sun, Sept 20 Religious Ed Classes begin
Sun, Oct 18 Parish Luncheon
Sat, Nov 21 Harvest Bake Sale and Luncheon

Sun, Nov 22 Parish anksgiving Luncheon
Sat/Sun Dec 5-6 60th Anniversary 

Feastday Celebration

We would like to thank all of the peo-
ple who helped and supported our
“Old Style Church Picnic” last week.
It was an enormous success, both fi-
nancially and spiritually. once all the
receipts are in, we’ll be able to tell you
the total proceeds. Again, thank you!

e opening ceremonies for Religious
Education for children will be this
Sunday, September 20th. registration
Forms are available at Church. We ask
that you complete and return those
forms asap so we may plan appropri-
ately. please speak with Preoteasa
Maria or Deb Sedares if you have any
questions. 

also, people interested in joining the
dedicated group of Sunday School
teachers are needed. teaching our
children the Faith is one of the most
important ministries of the Church.
e program is structured so that one
would team-teach, and curriculum is
provided. If you would like more infor-
mation, speak with Fr. Nick or deb
sedares.

e Memorial service today is for the
family members of Dr. George Elias,
especially his wife Elizabeth. he and
his family are also sponsoring today’s
coffee hour. May their memory be
eternal!

Looking Ahd
e “Fall Cleaning E-Waste Recycling
Day” originally planned for saturday,
october 10th needs to be rescheduled
due to a conflict with the date by the
provider. We will update you on the
new date once plans are finalized.

Holy Trini News
HOLY TRINITY 15TH ANNIVERSARY CEL-
EBRATION. holy trinity presents “Re-
habilitate with Laughter”, a stand-up
comedy adventure, starring dave reil-
ly— “A little bit of Broadway, a touch of
Vegas and a dash of improvisation!”
Friday, Oct. 2nd at the Manor Restau-
rant. 6:30pm Cocktail hour (appetiz-
ers and Cash Bar) 8:00pm show time.
$40.00 open seating; $50.00

premium seating. For ticket

reservations call: Carol Fotos at

508-752-0644 or e-mail:

carol.fotos.47@gmail.com. For

more information call serena at

508-852-1000.

Ushe Tm 5: 
Brian Donabed &
George Demake

Altar Tm A

Sunday after e Exaltaon of e Holy Cross (Mark 8:34-9:1)
Taking up our Cross and e Denial of Ouelves

A Prayer of Fr. Laurence
Let us pray to the Lord,

Lord God: It is so easy to fall
into the habits of worldliness and

self-indulgence. ey may appear in-
nocent, but they only lead us further
afield from you. We beg you to keep
us from embarking on such a path!
put us rather on the right road, that
we may reach your kingdom — with-
in our hearts. 

For you are a great and wondrous
God, and we give you glory, Father,
son, and holy spirit: now and forev-
er, and unto ages of ages, amen. 



It Is No Longer I Who Live
and himself — Jews of the first order.
he says that even they “know that a
man is not justified by works of the law
but through faith in Jesus Christ.” ey
themselves, “have believed in Christ
Jesus, in order to be justified by faith in
Christ, and not by works of the law, be-
cause by works of the law shall no one
be justified.” ( v. 16) 

We should review again the way in
which st. paul uses the word “justi-
fied.” to be “justified” means to be able
to stand before God (to put it in collo-
quial terms) without being embar-
rassed. It means that we have enough
virtue that we can face God and not
hang our heads in shame. ink about
it in this way, if your employer were to
call you into his or her office to ques-
tion you about your job performance,
could you “stand” before them with
your head held high? or, would you be
hanging your head in contrition? e
root word of “justified” is the Latin,
“iust,” which means “right.” When we
are justified, we stand right with God.

Now st. paul addresses the central
question plaguing the Galatians: “But
if, in our endeavor to be justified in
Christ, we ourselves were found to be
sinners, is Christ then an agent of sin?
Certainly not!” (v. 17) What he is say-
ing here is that if we seek to be justified
before God by our faith in Jesus, will
we still to be found sinners — that is,
will we still not be freed from our deep
and grevious sins? and if so, is Christ
responsible for this? his answer is: “of
course, not!” 

en he moves to the next level of
questions: “if I [that is, st. paul] build
up again those things which I tore
down, then I prove myself a transgres-
sor.” (v. 18) here he is referring to ad-
vocating that followers of Christ now
follow the Law. e ‘building up’ refers
to returning to the Mosaic Law as a
basis for justification. e ‘tearing
down’ refers to his advocacy for faith in

Christ. to change course would be
worse for him; there is no hope in the
old Law, the only way is forward, the
only sure way, faith in Jesus. he points
to his own life, first as a pious Jew who
followed the Law rigorously, but found
salvation through faith in Jesus.

“For I through the law died to the
law, that I might live to God,” (v. 19) st.
paul says. ere are three levels of
meaning in this verse. e first is that
Christ was put to death by the Law; the
Jewish authorities handed Jesus over to
die because they contended that he
had violated the Law. e second level
is that paul, and all Christians, are one
with Christ in Baptism. as Christ was
put to death because of the Law, so are
we. even more, we are “put to death”
because we truly violate the law
through our sins. so, in this sense it is
very true that through the Law we died
to the Law. e last level of meaning is
the most important. In dying to and
through the Law, we, like Christ, are
resurrected. Because we become one
with Christ in our Baptism, we both die
and live in and through him. We are
totally transformed.

“I have been crucified with Christ;
it is no longer I who live, but Christ
who lives in me; and the life I now live
in the flesh I live by faith in the son of
God, who loved me and gave himself
for me,” (v. 20) st paul declares. What
he experiences is what we long for: the
new life in Christ. We want to feel deep
within us the newness that our Lord
Jesus makes available to us. What we
oentimes lack is to “live by faith in the
son of God who loves” us. We keep
ourselves at arm’s-length, not fully em-
bracing the commitment that would
give us st. paul’s confidence. Let us
strive to embrace the Lord’s loving
Cross, and accept the gi of everlasting
life that he offers.

Fr. Nichos Aposto

This is the sunday aer the univer-
sal exaltation of the precious

Cross. today’s epistle Lesson is again
take from st. paul’s Letter to the Gala-
tians, 2:16-20. In this passage st. paul
sums up his teachings on the relation-
ship of faith in Jesus to adherence to
the Law of Moses. one could say that
in a very concise way, st. paul com-
presses in these seven verses his whole
teaching on this subject contained in
his letters to both the romans and the
Galatians.

What lies at the heart of his teach-
ing is that salvation comes to us
through faith in Jesus the Christ. It can
not come through “works of the law,”
(v. 16) because no one can fulfill all of
the provisions or precepts of the Law.
In spite of all our efforts, we remain far
from perfection. however, this fulfill-
ment of the Law was accomplished by
and in Jesus. he literally embodied the
Law, doing for us what we could not do
for ourselves. But more importantly,
he showed us that it was our willing-
ness to follow God with our whole
being, to “love the Lord your God with
all your heart, and with all your soul,
and with all your mind, and with all
your strength” (Mark 12:30), to have
total faith in him and his Christ, that
allowed and allows us to be justified be-
fore God. salvation is a free gi to us
from God; all we need to do is trust
completely in him.

e reason st. paul is so upset with
the Galatians is that they have doubted
that their faith in Jesus is the basis for
their salvation by listening to these
Jewish Christians (Judaizers). Follow-
ing their teachings they are now opting
for “works of the Law” as the proper
means for “justification.” Circumci-
sion, that we heard so much about in
last week’s reading, is the shorthand for
this. 

st. paul begins this part of his Let-
ter by using the example of st. peter


