JUNE 14, 2009

FIRST SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
ALL-SAINTS SUNDAY

THis WEEK’s NEwS

GoD PARENTS AND

GRANDPARENTS SUNDAY
On Sunday, June 14th, we are celebrat-
ing “Godparents and Grandparents
Sunday.” Everyone is invited to partic-
ipate in a special prayer which will be
offered after the Divine Liturgy to af-
firm those relationships. We will also
host a Fellowship Luncheon featuring
a Shish-ke-bab Dinner, including
lamb shish-ke-bab, rice pilaf, vegeta-
bles, feta cheese & olives, pita bread,
and coffee for $15.00 per person. A
Child’s Plate comprised of hotdogs,
chips, cold drink and ice cream treat
will be $5.00 per child.

As a reminder, help is needed on Sat-
urday morning at 9:00 am to set-up
the canopy and tables in the yard, as
well as food prep. Likewise, assistance
would be appreciated throughout the
day on Sunday to help with this lunch-
eon and clean-up. Please consider
pitching-in and easing the burden for
everyone.

MOoORE NEws
We want to thank everyone who

THE FIRST SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
THE FEAST OF ALL OF THE SAINTS (MATTHEW 10:32-35; 37-38; 19:27-30)

is Saturday, August 1. About 6-8 peo-
ple are needed to bag and distribute
groceries. If you can help with this
worthwhile ministry once a month on
a Saturday morning from ¢ am till
noon, please contact Nicole Peterson
or Lisa Mielnicki.

We will prepare food and serve the vis-
itors at the Mustard Seed on Friday,
June 19th. The Mustard Seed is a
Catholic Worker home providing din-
ner to about 150 people in need each
day. Help is needed during the day to
cook and prepare food, and at 5:00 on
Friday evening to transport and serve.
Please contact Fr. Nick if you can help
with this ministry.

Just in time for summer grilling —

Shishkebob is ready for you to enjoy
for a quick week night meal or for a
weekend gathering with family and
friends. Just thaw, grill and serve! For
more information, or to place an order,
speak with Deb Sedares

The St. Nicholas Golf Day, scheduled
for Saturday, June 20th, will NOT be
held as planned. There was insufficient
interest to proceed.

Next Sunday, June 21, there will be a
brief mid-year Treasurer’s Update im-
mediately after the Divine Liturgy. If
you have any particular questions you
would like addressed, please speak with
Evan Stamoulis
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birth of Evelyn “Evie” Soultana Sori-
ano, daughter of Christina and Jeffrey
Soriano. Evie was born on June 3, 2009
at 6:08am, weighing 6 lbs 10 0z, and 19
inches long. We congratulate the par-
ents, and the proud grandparents,
Evan and Irene Tsoules, and pray that
our loving Lord will bless her with a
long life, health, prosperity, and many

years!

CommuniTY NEWS
Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church

of Fitchburg announces that its annu-
al Greek Fest 2009 will be held on June
20, 2009 from 11:00 am to 11:00pm.
Everyone is invited to join us for food,

fun, and dance. Hope to see you there!

NAMEDAYS

June 8
The Holy Martyr Kalliopi
Kaliopi Demma

June 14
Sunday of All the Saints
Amalia Polymeros
June 27
The Holy Myrrh-bearer Joanna
Joanne V. Prizio

June 29
The Holy Apostles Peter and Paul

Patrick Disho
Petraq Dragoti
Paul Dymek
Petrika Lolo
Kenneth Paul Maynard
Peter Mountzouris
Rev. Fr. Peter Michael Preble
Paul Soter
Peter Toda
Peter Demetri Tsongalis
Paul Zekos
Peter Zekos

Hovy TriNiTY NEWS

The Holy Trinity Activities and Vol-
unteer Department provides many
fun activities and meaningful moments
for our residents. We (or you as a vol-
unteer!) provide activities to both large
and small groups:
Large Group Activities: BINGO, Po-
keno, Trivia, Art & Crafts, Video
Games on the Wii
Small Group Activities: Garden Club,
Reading Poetry, Book Club, Music
Club
One on One Activities: Card Playing,
Writing Letters, Games, Computer/
email activities

Please come and join our volunteer
team! The residents appreciate your
time and company. Volunteering at
our facility is a rewarding Christian ex-
perience. If interested, contact:

Catherine E. Sabatini at 508-852-1000

or e-mail: csabatini@htnr.net

HoLy TriINITY HOSPICE "TRANSITIONS":
A Grief and Healing Support Group
meets every other Wed. from 6-7:30
pm. It is free and open to the public.
Light refreshments served. It is held at
Holy Trinity Hospice, at Washburn
House, 1183 Main Street, Worcester,
MA. For more info and to pre-register,
contact David Day: 508-791-8200 or
davidday@holytrinityhospice.org
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A PRAYER OF FR. LAURENCE

LET US PRAY TO THE LORD,

YOU have shown us your beauty
and glory, O God, in the vast and

marvelous creation we are blest to
live in. You invite us to dwell in your
courts, but we are insensitive to your
call, and so we thoughtlessly turn our
backs on the holiness and happiness
you promise us. In fact, perhaps we
do not even realize there is such a
call. Therefore, we beg you to awaken
us; show us what we are missing, and

how to attain it.

For you are a good and loving God,
and we give you glory, Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit: now and forever,

and unto ages of ages, amen.

“SreciAL NEeDs”

$75 to sponsor Coftee Hour
$75 weekly for the Cleaning Service

LISTEN TO THE WEEKLY NATIONAL ORTHODOX RADIO BROADCAST “COME RECEIVE THE LIGHT”

BY WEB OR PODCAST: WWW.RECEIVE.ORG




THE CLouD OoF WITNESSES

His is the Sunday of “All Saints”

when we remember every the holy
man and woman who with faith and
love followed God. Some of these are
honored specifically on particular days
during the Church year. Most are
known only to God and those people
who directly experienced their holy
lives. This Sunday closes the Paschal
cycle that began four months ago with
the Sunday of the Publican and Phar-
isee. We are reminded that God’s love
for us expressed in the death and resur-
rection of His Son is meant to call each
of us to a similar life of faithfulness and
holiness.

The reading for this day is taken
from St. Paul’s Letter to the Hebrews
(11:33-12:2). These verses were chosen
because they conclude a long list of
people who St. Paul uses as examples of
faith and trust in God. In this Letter he
is trying to convince his fellow Jews
that Jesus Christ is the Messiah. In this
part he wants to show them that the
entire Hebrew people have been wait-
ing for this moment. So, begins his ar-
gument with this famous definition of
‘faith’: “Now faith is the assurance of
things hoped for, the conviction of
things not seen. Indeed, by faith our
ancestors received approval. By faith
we understand that the worlds were
prepared by the word of God, so that
what is seen was made from things that
are not visible.” (11:1-3) He then cites
many examples of people who lived
and acted by faith, Abel, Enoch, Noah,
Abraham, Jacob, Isaac, Joseph, Moses,
and Rahab.

Our reading begins with, “For time
would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak,
Samson, Jephthah, of David and
Samuel and the prophets” (v. 32) who
through their faith worked wonders.
He tells of their victories in battle, their
power over forces of nature and wild
animals, and their ability to raise the
death. He also speaks of the sacrifices
and sufferings they endured. Some

were tortured, others were mocked and
flogged, chained and imprisoned. Still
others were stoned to death or run
through by a sword. Many of the
prophets went around dressed in ani-
mal skins, wandering in deserts and
mountains, living in caves and holes in
the ground. (v. 35-38) And St. Paul
adds, “of whom the world was not wor-
thy.”

The examples he offers illustrate a
balanced perspective on the life of
Faith. He speaks both of the extraordi-
nary thing that God did through and
with people of faith, but he also shows
us the great sacrifices these people
made. More importantly, he tells us of
their desire to follow God, in whom
they have placed all of their trust, with
full assurance of the reality of things
hoped for.

He finishes this recounting of ex-
ceptional people and amazing deeds
with this remarkable statement: “Yet
all these, though they were commend-
ed for their faith, did not receive what
was promised, since God had provided
something better so that they would
not, apart from us, be made perfect.”
(v. 39-40) These people lived their lives
awaiting us! The “something better” is
our participation in God’s plan of sal-
vation, God’s plan for us and the whole
of creation. God “desires everyone to
be saved and to come to the knowledge
of the truth.” (1 Timothy 2:4)

One of the central truths that God
reveals to us is that all of humanity, in-
deed all of creation, is connected and
bound together. There are two ancient
Christian sayings that are intended to
help us remember this: ‘one Christian
is no Christian” and ‘we are saved with
others but we perish alone.” The first
tells us that you cannot be a Christian
in isolation; we all need each other. The
second tells us that we work out our
salvation with one another; when we
go it alone we perish. St. Paul gives
these saying an added dimension. He

speaks not only of people we know and
live with. He says that God has also
connected us to those who came before
us and those who will come after.

“Therefore, since we are surround-
ed by so great a cloud of witnesses, let
us also lay aside every weight and the
sin that clings so closely, and let us run
with perseverance the race that is set
before us.” (v. 12:1) It is in the example
of the faith of this “cloud of witnesses”
that we find encouragement and
courage to run the race before us. Of-
tentimes we find ourselves tired and
discouraged, or beset by temptations
and sinful distractions, this is when we
need to call on our ‘friends’ for help.

In the Holy Scriptures we read of
the sufferings and temptations of those
who went before us. In their example
we find encouragement. In the lives of
the saints we find people not unlike
ourselves who struggled with the same
life difficulties as us. They model the
way of hope, firmly believing in “things
not seen.”

St. Paul tells us to look to “Jesus the
pioneer and perfecter of our faith” (v.
12:2) who is our ultimate example. He
is ‘pioneer’ both because he’s the trail-
blazer, and also because he leads us. He
shows us the way. He perfects or com-
pletes our faith; he brings to fulfillment
that inward desire we have to be every-
thing God intends us to be.

And so that we that don’t become
demoralized and dispirited by our own
struggles, St. Paul reminds us that “for
the sake of the joy that was set before
him, [Jesus] endured the cross, disre-
garding its shame.” (v. 2)

In the saints—the ones on the
Church calendar, and those whom
only God knows; the ones who went
before us, and the ones present in our
midst—we find people like ourselves.
We find brothers and sisters, fathers
and mothers, who can encourage us to
finish the race.

Fr. N1ICHO1AS APOSTOLA



MPG Upd te

We are working on a plan to help pay down our Mortgage. We have
received a couple of questions about this, so to help clarify, here are
some of the questions and answers.

I know that our goal this year is to raise $75,000. When we reach
our goal, are we done with our mortgage?

No. The $75,000 represents our mortgage payment for 2009 only.
Our current total mortgage balance is $659,373.

How long will the MP& campaign go on?

The purpose of the 2009 MPG Campaign is to raise $75,000 as an an-
nual goal for this year. The campaign will end when the goal is met —
which needs to be by the end of this year. This will not pay off the
mortgage in full. So we will need to continue to set a new MPG for
the following years until the mortgage is paid in full. If we are able
to increase donations and fundraising fowards the MPG that exceed
our annual goal then we can pay of f our mortgage that much faster.

I'm a little confused, is the MPG part of the Capital Budget, or the
Operating Budget, or Mortgage Budget? What is the difference be-
tween all these terms?

At our 2009 General Assembly in January, our Parish voted to create
two budgets to help prepare our community for the years ahead: (1)
an Operating Budget which tracks the income and expenses associ-
ated with running our Church day-to-day as if we did not have a
mortgage, and (2) a Capital Budget which tracks the income and ex-
penses associated with the responsibility of having a mortgage. Your
Stewardship contributions, trays and candles, and all fundraising, are
included in the Operating Budget. Payments fowards the MPG are in-
cluded in our Capital Budget since they relate to our mortgage. We
also discussed at our General Assembly that one day in our near fu-
ture, when the economic environment is better for all, we will kick
off a multi-year Capital Campaign focused on building our new Church
and Education Building. But, with the current state of the global
economy, we need to make sure we take care of our immediate Mort-
gage responsibilities. Paying down our Mortage is indeed the critical
stepping stone (i.e., being debt free) for kicking off the larger Capi-
tal Campaign.

What is the Capital Campaign Committee doing now?

The committee has two goals for 2009: (1) to make sure we meet our
immediate annual mortgage responsibility of at least $75,000. We've
labeled this the Mortgage Payment Goal or MPG. (2) to research and
plan for a larger multi-year Capital Campaign so we are prepared to
implement it once the economic times furn in our favor.

Good News!

Commerce Bank has given us a 2% reduction on our mort-
gage rate. This means even more of our dollars go toward
paying down the principle

Our 2009 Mortgage Payment Goal
or “MPG” is $75,000. This
amounts to about $ 205 per day.
We are asking that everyone con-
sider donating toward our MPG in
addition to your regular Steward-
ship pledge. You may also consider
making a day’s donation toward the
MPG to honor a family member or
loved one to mark a special occa-
sion, on in their memory. If you would
like to do this, please talk to either
Evan Stamoulis or Fr. Nick. We will
arrange for your gift to be acknowl-
edged to the person whom you are
honoring.
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